
Dear Parents and Guardians,
As we turn the clocks back and begin to prepare for the cold weather that lies ahead, Portable 5 continues to pulse with activity and enthusiasm. The students and I have settled in to our new class well and it has become a positive learning environment.

We have also just welcomed Nobody to our classroom. It is up to each of us to help Nobody become Somebody by making a positive difference in our community and thus fostering the character in ourselves and one another. Keep an eye out for more information to come. If you have access to the web, check out www.whoisnobody.com to learn more!

In language, grade five students will continue their independent reading letters each week. We will be focusing in the area of non-fiction reading and writing. Students will be asked to select, summarize and present a news article to the class this month. The best way parents can assist their children in this area is to encourage reading at home. 

In math, grade fives will begin a new unit on data management. We will be exploring ways to graph information and present data in a variety of ways. I encourage all students to practice multiplication tables at home as this is beneficial in all aspects of the program.  If students require extra assistance with daily work they are to see me to schedule a time for help. Please encourage your son or daughter to take this step if necessary.  

In science, grade fives will continue their work on the human body systems. I look forward to our Body Systems Fair on Fri. Nov. 9 when all grade five classes will present their body system projects.  Grade sixes will begin a new and exciting unit discovering the wonders of space.  We may even be honoured to welcome a special guest! 

In social studies, grade five students will continue their work on aspects of citizenship and Canada’s rights and freedoms. We have had some great discussions thus far on what it must feel like to be a new Canadian.  Grade sixes will extend their knowledge of Canada and world connections by tracing some of our imported items back to their original country. How much energy did it take to import my favourite running shoes anyway?   

In drama, students will present a short play during the Remembrance Day assembly to recall the symbolism of the poppy.  

In physical education and health, students will continue learning volleyball skills. In addition, to coincide with the grade five body systems unit, students will be learning aspects of the human growth and development unit including the human reproductive system.

I would like to send the next newsletter via email if all families are able to do so. I do not have everyone’s email address so please take a moment to fill out the bottom of this letter and return to the school.

If your child is struggling in an area, please encourage them to come and see me for extra help. Also, do not hesitate to call the school with any comments or concerns. My door is always open. I am thrilled to be at Dr. G.J. MacGillivray and to be teaching your child.  

Your partner in education.

Alison Ellwood

alison_ellwood@kprdsb.ca 
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Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself. ~ John Dewey
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